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We s t Nile Virus (WNV) has affected other

countries for years. I n 1999, the first case
WNV was reported i n t he United St at es.
Since then, it has spread across the country
and been f ound i n humans, mosquitoes,
birds and other animal s. California reported
its first human case in 2003. From 2003 to
2011, ther e have been 2,987 confirmed
human cases and 105 deaths in California.
As of 2011, San Bernardino County had a

tot al of 287 human cases with 7 deat hs.

WHAT IS WEST NILEWYS?

WNV i s transmitted by certain species of
mosquitoes. The mosquito becomes infected
by feeding on an infected bird. When the
mosquito bites a human or ot her ani mal , it
can transmit WNV through its saliva. Since
mosquitoes do not get infected by feeding on
humans, we ar e consider ed an accident al
host . I nfection is most common during May

through October when mosquitoes are most
abundant .
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